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Advancing Equity: Local Government Responses
in the Time of COVID-19
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How Do We Instill An Equity Perspective?

Conceptual
Why?

Procedural
How?

Distributional
What? Where?
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Local
Government

Restructuring
Lab

Cornell
AAP

https://labs.aap.cornell.edu/local-government-restructuring-lab
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Distribu�ve

Procedural

Conceptual

Extend water and sewer access to underserved 
neighborhoods.

• Build Long-Term Plans
• Invest for Multiple Benefits
• Form Inter-Agency Relationships
• Engage with communities

Access to safe, affordable water and sewer services, 
is critical for economic development, environmental 
sustainability and quality of life.

Distributional
Expand supply

Procedural
Engage business and
nonprofit leaders

Conceptual
Recognize child care is
economic development

Broadband
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Access / Affordability / Adoption

Innovative partnerships enhance 
local capacity in leveraging funding, 

determining needs, and implementing 
projects

Conceptual

Procedural

Distributional
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https://labs.aap.cornell.edu/local-government-restructuring-lab/student-work
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Distributional
Enlarge the subsidy and transfer payment to disadvantaged areas and 
groups
  

Conceptual
Reduce the institutional barrier between rural and urban caused by the 
Hukou system.

Distributional
Women are left out of most
comprehensive plans,
    

Conceptual
Engage women to address their unique needs.
    

Conceptual
Expand planning beyond traditional land use and economic develop-
ment to address women’s needs.
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https://planning-org-uploaded-media.s3.amazonaws.com/publication/download_pdf/Planning-for-Equity-Policy-Guide-rev.pdf
https://icma.org/documents/icma-survey-research-american-rescue-plan-act-local-fiscal-recovery-fund-spending-priorities
https://labs.aap.cornell.edu/node/620
https://www.nlc.org/resource/covid-19-local-action-tracker/
https://bit.ly/3kKNDro
https://labs.aap.cornell.edu/local-government-restructuring-lab
https://labs.aap.cornell.edu/local-government-restructuring-lab/student-work
http://labs.aap.cornell.edu/node/620
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